Introduction to Music Technology
                             Course Syllabus – 2018-19                             

Instructor:

Mr. Colby Anderson
Morgan County High School
Email: Colby.Anderson@morgan.k12.ga.us
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 6:30-7:55; After School – By Request
Website: http://colbyanderson.wix.com/mchs 


COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students will learn the concepts of music technology, and its use in current music production methods. They will manipulate MIDI protocol, create multi-track compositions using sequencing software, and create song accompaniments. Music Technology students will also compose and arrange songs using notation software, analyze formal elements of music, and learn correct operational techniques for sound reinforcement systems. 
This required course for music majors is intended to provide an introduction to music technology as it relates to music composition, performance, analysis, teaching, and research. Skills and concepts learned in this course will provide a foundation and basic understanding of music technology necessary for application in other courses of the music curriculum (i.e. theory, history, performance, and music education).
This course provides a basic overview of digital audio, computer-generated notation, and MIDI. This course is designed for students with some musical background and knowledge of music theory who wish to enhance their music making through the use of music technology. While this is not a course in composition or performance, students will create some of their own compositions and use their performance skills to gain an understanding of music technology. Assignments, readings, discussions, and projects address a variety of music software. Through 
these and other means, students will explore the intersection of musical aesthetic with computer-
assisted technological. Ultimately, they will investigate how technology enhancements offer musicians ways to create music in more meaningful and musical ways. Beyond music, students will also consider the impact of technology, and reflect on how “computing is not about computers anymore. It is about living.” (Nicholas Negroponte, Being Digital, 1995).

Internet Usage in Class Setting: In order to enhance student learning, students will use the Internet daily as a resource tool for this class. While in a Business and Computer Science lab, students will comply with all Morgan County Schools guidelines. Failure to follow county mandated guidelines would result in punishment that ranges from loss of privileges to administrative referral. All students and parents are required to sign acknowledgement of Internet guidelines prior to a student using the Internet. 

Grading: Grades will be classified and weighted as follows: 
Projects/Tests: 50%
[bookmark: _GoBack]Quizzes: 15%
Daily Work: 35%

	
Make-up and Incomplete Assignments:
Students are encouraged and allowed to make up all missing work due to absence. Students who are absent, regardless of reason, may schedule to make up any work missed within five days of their return to school. This includes In School Suspension (ISS) and Out of School Suspension (OSS).  If a student is present and fails to turn in work, the student may submit the work based on the teacher’s discretion and classroom policy.  Each day an assignment is late & unexcused, 5 points will be deducted from the grade.

If a student does not complete an assignment during class time, the student should initiate before or after school arrangements with the teacher to finish BEFORE THE DUE DATE of the assignment. This is an extremely project based course, so it is very important for students to work diligently in class on the projects or it is very easy to fall behind.

MCHS Academic Honesty Policy:
http://www.morgan.k12.ga.us/cms/lib06/GA01903597/Centricity/Domain/11/Academic%20Honesty%20Policy%20Revised.pdf

	Tardy Policy: Students are expected to be in their assigned seat when the tardy bell rings. Students who are tardy will be disciplined according to school tardy policy. 



Attendance: Students are expected to be in class daily. If students are absent, it is the student’s responsibility to ask what assignments were missed.  I encourage each student to find a “work buddy” or someone that can tell them what they missed.

Classroom Guidelines and Expectations: To be successful in class, students should follow these guidelines:
1. Students should give 100% to each assignment and project. 
2. Student should respect themselves, the teacher, and the equipment at all time in the lab.
3. Upon entering class, students should check white board for daily class start-up activity. 
4. Be in assigned seat when the tardy bell rings. 
5. Listen—follow directions the first time.
6. NO adjustments or changes should be made on any computer part. (NO EXCEPTIONS)
7. Know and practice emergency procedures and safety rules.
8. Students are expected to participate in ALL class activities.
9. Students are expected to create their own work. No cheating is allowed in this class. No copying of student’s files. No editing other student files to be your own. No plagiarism of any work from other students or the Internet will be tolerated in class.  Appropriate discipline for violation of school rule will be followed in this course. 
10. Students should not listen to music, watch videos, or play internet games on the computer while in class unless part of class assignment or unless teacher has given them free time. 
11. Students should hand in assignments on time. 
12. If student needs additional time to completed assignments and projects, arrangements should be made to come in before or after school to complete class work.

If a problem with computer is found because of failure to follow rules, student will be sent immediately to an administrator for disciplinary action.

If the student chooses NOT to follow the discipline plan, the following steps will be taken:

1st offense:  Verbal warning			2nd offense: 	Teacher & student discussion; parent notification
3rd offense: Administrative referral		Severe clause: Immediately referred to Administrator

All items are subject to change without proper notification.

By signing below, you acknowledge that you have read and understand the syllabus for Introduction to Business Technology.

______________________________________	_______________________
Student Signature					Date

______________________________________	_______________________
Parent Signature					Date


Parent E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Parents are encouraged to communicate with the teacher through email at Colby.anderson@morgan.k12.ga.us 



All career and technical education programs follow the system’s policies of nondiscrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, and disability in all programs, services, activities, and employment.  In addition, arrangements can be made to ensure that the lack of English language proficiency is not a barrier to admission or participation.

"Morgan County High School teachers are intentional in identifying engaging and differentiated learning and critical thinking opportunities to support course standards and learning goals. We respect a variety of diverse backgrounds in the classroom; accordingly, students can and should expect to participate in a sensitive, mutual exchange of ideas during informed classroom discussions, readings, and activities."

See cell phone policy in the MCHS Handbook for specific guidelines. Cell phones should not be visible in the classroom setting; they should be turned off and put away to avoid notification of texts, calls, etc., unless teacher has announced that cell phones may be used for instruction.  Cell phones may be used during lunch and other non-instructional transition periods outside of the classroom. Consequences for violation of this policy are also in the MCHS Handbook. 
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